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What is the Voice of Youth?
Voice of Youth is a series recently started by PILDAT’s Youth Parliament Pakistan (YPP)
to showcase the input acquired from the Pakistani youth (aged 18-29 years) nationally
and internationally on several socio-political and economic issues and challenges faced by
them in Pakistan. In this regard, YPP will conduct public opinion surveys on a regular
basis (monthly or bimonthly) with the members of the YPP, which comprises young
representatives from 272 constituencies of the National Assembly of Pakistan in addition
to representatives from Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and Overseas
Pakistanis roughly in proportion to the population of each entity. Additionally, there are
roughly 600 alternates in these constituencies extending the total outreach of the YPP to
around 900.
The Voice of Youth will reflect the opinions/preferences of the youth of Pakistan on a
specific theme every time. Themes may include current affairs (on local, national and
international level) such as about the economy, education, employment opportunities,
technology etc. & specific industries and sectors may also be covered for corporate
interest. The theme of this edition is the current affairs at a glance. The objectives of the
Voice of Youth are listed below:
•
•
•
•

Identify and highlight the current issues of the youth in Pakistan
To gauge youth’s opinion on the issues affecting them
To showcase the opinion of youth through the results of surveys
To help policymakers and government in resolving the issues of youth
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Topic 1
Opinion about Key Issues
This Topic has 9 items. Key Findings are provided ahead in this section
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Opinion about Key Issues
The Pakistani youth nationally and overseas provided their feedback on a range of a
diverse set of questions regarding the issues matter to them the most. Below is their
feedback on each question:
Item 1.1: What are the top challenges faced by Pakistan today? Please
assign number to the following in order of priority; 1 for the greatest
challenge; 2 for the next serious challenge and so on.
1 آج ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﮐﻮ ﮐﻮن ﺳﮯ ﭘﺎﻧﭻ ﺑﮍے ﭼﯿﻠﻨﺠﺰ ﮐﺎ ﺳﺎﻣﻨﺎ ﮨﮯ؟ ﺑﺮاه ﮐﺮم درج ذﯾﻞ ﮐﻮ ﺗﺮﺟﯿﺢ ﮐﮯ ﻟﺤﺎظ ﺳﮯ ﻧﻤﺒﺮ دﯾﮟ۔
 اﮔﻠﮯ ﺳﻨﮕﯿﻦ ﭼﯿﻠﻨﺞ ﮐﮯ ﻟﯿﮯ اور اﺳﯽ طﺮح ﺑﺎﻗﯽ ﻧﻤﺒﺮز دﯾﺘﮯ ﺟﺎﺋﯿﮟ۔2 ﺳﺐ ﺳﮯ ﺑﮍے ﭼﯿﻠﻨﺞ ﮐﮯ ﻟﯿﮯ؛
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Top-8 challenges as per youth respondents (% of all respondents)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Inflation (48.7% of all respondents ranked it as number 1)
Unemployment (45.6% of all respondents ranked it as number 2)
Poor Quality of Education (36.3%)
Fast Growing Population of the Country (35.1%)
Religious Extremism (31.6%)
Climate Change (15.4%)
Questionable Quality of Political Leadership (29.9%)
Threat from India (42.7%)

48.7% young respondents believe that inflation is the biggest challenge facing Pakistan,
followed by unemployment, poor quality of education and the least important (42.7%
respondents) challenge is the threat from India. The question was put forward to them in
order to seek their views and perspectives regarding the challenges be it economic, social
or political faced by Pakistan and how they can be prioritized to be tackled by the
government in terms of their importance. The above charts are a depiction of the
percentage of respondents as per their preference of challenges.
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Item 1.2: How strongly do you believe that the next general election in
Pakistan will be free, fair and credible?
 ﻣﻨﺼﻔﺎﻧہ اور ﻗﺎﺑﻞ اﻋﺘﺒﺎر ﮨﻮں ﮔﮯ؟،آپ ﮐﻮ ﮐﺘﻨﺎﭘﺨﺘہ ﯾﻘﯿﻦ ﮨﮯ ﮐہ ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﻣﯿﮟ اﮔﻠﮯ ﻋﺎم اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت آزاداﻧہ

In light of the newly proposed Elections (Second Amendment) Bill, 2021 by the
government of Pakistan which promotes the inclusivity of the Overseas Pakistanis in the
General Elections of Pakistan, the above question aimed to seek the input of youth
regarding the credibility and fairness of the electoral system in Pakistan, to which 51.9%
of the respondents strongly believed that the next general elections in Pakistan will be
free, fair and credible while 46.9% believed that they will not be free and fair and 1.2%
said that they do not know about it at all.
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Options
Strongly Believe
Agree

Disagree

Number (%) of
Respondents
25 (5.9%)

Somewhat Believe

194 (46.0%)

Low Level of belief

157 (37.2%)

No Belief at all
Do not know

41 (9.7%)
5 (1.2%)
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Item 1.3: How strongly do you agree that, despite weaknesses, democracy
is the best system for Pakistan?
آپ اس ﺑﺎت ﺳﮯ ﮐﺲ ﺣﺪ ﺗﮏ اﺗﻔﺎق ﮐﺮﺗﮯ ﮨﯿﮟ ﮐہ ﮐﻤﺰورﯾﻮں ﮐﮯ ﺑﺎوﺟﻮد ﺟﻤﮩﻮرﯾﺖ ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﮐﮯ ﻟﯿﮯ ﺑﮩﺘﺮﯾﻦ ﻧﻈﺎم
ﮨﮯ؟

Since its formation in 1947, Pakistan has persistently faced multiple challenges in
continuing democracy and democratic practices in the country, with no sitting Prime
Minister ever completing a full five-term tenure. This survey question asked the
respondents to provide their input on whether democracy is the best system in Pakistan
to which a large majority of 84.9% are in agreement with the statement that democracy is
the best system for Pakistan while 14.3% disagreed with the statement.
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Options
Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Number (%) of
Respondents
243 (57.6%)

Somewhat Agree

115 (27.3%)

Don’t Agree

42 (10.0%)

Strongly Disagree
Do not know

18 (4.3%)
4 (0.9%)
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Item 1.4: Recently, after Russia invaded Ukraine, United Nations General
Assembly passed a resolution to condemn Russia and demanded that
Russia should withdraw its forces from Ukraine. The resolution was
passed with 141 countries supporting the resolution, 5 opposing and 35
abstaining. Pakistan was one of the 35 countries which abstained. In your
opinion what Pakistan should have done?
ﺣﺎل ﮨﯽ ﻣﯿﮟ روس ﮐﮯ ﯾﻮﮐﺮﯾﻦ ﭘﺮ ﺣﻤﻠﮯ ﮐﮯ ﺑﻌﺪ اﻗﻮام ﻣﺘﺤﺪه ﮐﯽ ﺟﻨﺮل اﺳﻤﺒﻠﯽ ﻧﮯ روس ﮐﯽ ﻣﺬﻣﺖ ﮐﮯ ﻟﯿﮯ اﯾﮏ
ﻗﺮارداد ﻣﻨﻈﻮر ﮐﯽ اور روس ﺳﮯ ﯾہ ﻣﻄﺎﻟﺒہ ﮐﯿﺎ ﮐہ اﺳﮯ ﯾﻮﮐﺮﯾﻦ ﺳﮯ اﭘﻨﯽ اﻓﻮاج واﭘﺲ ﺑﻼﻟﯿﻨﯽ ﭼﺎﮨﯿﮟ۔ ﻗﺮارداد ﺑﮭﺎری
 ﻣﻤﺎﻟﮏ ﻧﮯ35  ﻣﻤﺎﻟﮏ ﻧﮯ ﻣﺨﺎﻟﻔﺖ ﮐﯽ اور5 ، ﻣﻤﺎﻟﮏ ﻧﮯﻗﺮارداد ﮐﯽ ﺣﻤﺎﯾﺖ ﮐﯽ141( اﮐﺜﺮﯾﺖ ﺳﮯ ﻣﻨﻈﻮر ﮐﯽ ﮔﺌﯽ
 ﻣﻤﺎﻟﮏ ﻣﯿﮟ ﺷﺎﻣﻞ ﺗﮭﺎ ﺟﺲ ﻧﮯ ووﭨﻨﮓ ﻣﯿﮟ ﺣﺼہ ﻧﮩﯿﮟ ﻟﯿﺎ۔ آپ ﮐﮯ ﺧﯿﺎل ﻣﯿﮟ35 ووﭨﻨﮓ ﺳﮯ اﺟﺘﻨﺎب ﮐﯿﺎ)۔ ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ان
ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﮐﻮ ﮐﯿﺎ ﮐﺮﻧﺎ ﭼﺎﮨﯿﮯ ﺗﮭﺎ؟

Russia invaded Ukraine on 24 February 2022, making it as a major escalation of the
Russo-Ukrainian War, which initially began in 2014 following the Ukrainian Revolution
of Dignity. This question asked the youngsters about the stance taken by Pakistan to
abstain from voting against Russia in a recent UN General Assembly’s resolution passed
in March 2022, to which 70.1% of the respondents believed that Pakistan should have
abstained from the resolution as it did. However, 20.6% believed that Pakistan should
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have supported the resolution instead, while only 5.5% believed that the resolution should
have been rejected by Pakistan.
Options
Supported the Resolution
Opposed the Resolution
Abstained, as it did
Do not know

Number (%) of
Respondents
87 (20.6%)
23 (5.5%)
296 (70.1%)
16 (3.8%)
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Item 1.5: How strongly do you agree that Students’ Unions be allowed in all
public and private universities and colleges of Pakistan like it was the case
before 1984?
آپ اس ﺑﺎت ﺳﮯ ﮐﺲ ﺣﺪ ﺗﮏ اﺗﻔﺎق ﮐﺮﺗﮯ ﮨﯿﮟ ﮐہ ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﮐﯽ ﺗﻤﺎم ﺳﺮﮐﺎری اور ﻧﺠﯽ ﯾﻮﻧﯿﻮرﺳﭩﯿﻮں اور ﮐﺎﻟﺠﻮں ﻣﯿﮟ
 ﺳﮯ ﭘﮩﻠﮯ ﺗﮭﺎ۔1984 طﻠﺒہ ﯾﻮﻧﯿﻨﺰ ﮐﯽ اﺟﺎزت ﮨﻮﻧﯽ ﭼﺎﮨﯿﮯ ﺟﯿﺴﺎ ﮐہ

The ‘Sindh Students Unions Act, 2022’ recently passed by the Provincial Assembly of
Sindh is aimed at promoting the rights of students and youngsters in Pakistan. To inquire
whether the youth believes in the potential of the students’ unions in higher educational
institutions, this question was asked to them to which a significant 81.1% of the
respondents said that they are in agreement regarding the revival of student unions in
public and private universities and institutes, 16.9% disagreed and said they are against
student unions and 1.9% said that they do not know.
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Options
Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Somewhat Agree

Number (%) of
Respondents
203 (48.1%)
140 (33.2%)

Don’t Agree

39 (9.2%)

Strongly Disagree

32 (7.6%)

Do not know

8 (1.9%)
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Item 1.6: In your opinion, how helpful or unhelpful will the Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) be in organizing free, fair and credible election in
Pakistan?
 اﻟﯿﮑﭩﺮاﻧﮏ ووﭨﻨﮓ ﻣﺸﯿﻦ،( آپ ﮐﮯ ﺧﯿﺎل ﻣﯿﮟEVM)  ﻣﻨﺼﻔﺎﻧہ اور ﻗﺎﺑﻞ اﻋﺘﻤﺎد اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﮐﮯ،ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﻣﯿﮟ آزاداﻧہ
اﻧﻌﻘﺎد ﻣﯿﮟ ﮐﺘﻨﯽ ﮐﺎرآﻣﺪ ﯾﺎ ﻏﯿﺮ ﻣﻔﯿﺪ ﺛﺎﺑﺖ ﮨﻮﮔﯽ؟

In the wake of the recent cry regarding the adoption of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) in the coming General Elections of 2023, we asked the above question to the youth
to acquire their input on the helpfulness of EVMs, to which 76.8% of the respondents
believed that EVMs will be helpful in organizing free, fair and credible election in
Pakistan while 22.1% believed otherwise.
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Options
Vey Helpful
Helpful

Unhelpful

Somewhat Helpful

Number (%) of
Respondents
163 (38.6%)
161 (38.2%)

Not Helpful

61 (14.5%)

Absolutely Unhelpful

32 (7.6%)

D0 not know

5 (1.2%)
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Item 1.7: ‘Public problems can never be effectively solved without strong
local governments’ How strongly do you agree or disagree with the above
statement?
'ﻋﻮاﻣﯽ ﻣﺴﺎﺋﻞ ﻣﻀﺒﻮط ﻣﻘﺎﻣﯽ ﺣﮑﻮﻣﺘﻮں ﮐﮯ ﺑﻐﯿﺮ ﮐﺒﮭﯽ ﺑﮭﯽ ﻣﺆﺛﺮ طﺮﯾﻘﮯ ﺳﮯ ﺣﻞ ﻧﮩﯿﮟ ﮐﯿﮯ ﺟﺎﺳﮑﺘﮯ ﮨﯿﮟ'۔ آپ
ﻣﻨﺪرﺟہ ﺑﺎﻻ ﺑﯿﺎن ﺳﮯ ﮐﺲ ﺣﺪ ﺗﮏ ﻣﺘﻔﻖ ﯾﺎ ﻏﯿﺮﻣﺘﻔﻖ ﮨﯿﮟ؟

Lack of effective local governments across the country is another weak link in Pakistan’s
system of democratic governance. To ask the youth respondents about the effectiveness
of local governments, this question was framed to which 95.9% of the respondents agreed
that strong local governments are needed to effectively resolve public problems and only
3.5% believed otherwise.
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Options
Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Number (%) of
Respondents
331 (78.4%)

Somewhat Agree

74 (17.5%)

Don’t Agree

12 (2.8%)

Strongly Disagree

3 (0.7%)

Do not know

2 (0.5%)
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Item 1.8: Exit polls, as conducted by Gallup Pakistan, in the past several
general elections in Pakistan indicate that youth voter turnout is extremely
low and much lower than the overall voter turnout and very low compared
to Indian youth voter turnout. What, in your opinion, are the reasons for
this low youth voter turnout in Pakistan? Please assign priority to the
following possible reasons i.e 1 for most important reason; 2 for next
important reason and so on:
ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﻣﯿﮟ ﮔﺰﺷﺘہ ﮐﺌﯽ ﻋﺎم اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﮐﮯ اﯾﮕﺰٹ ﭘﻮﻟﺰ ﺳﮯ ﭘﺘہ ﭼﻠﺘﺎ ﮨﮯ ﮐہ ﻧﻮﺟﻮاﻧﻮں ﮐﯽ ووٹ ڈاﻟﻨﮯ ﮐﯽ ﺷﺮح
اﻧﺘﮩﺎﺋﯽ ﮐﻢ اور ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﯽ ووٹ ڈاﻟﻨﮯ ﮐﯽ ﺷﺮح ﺳﮯﺑﮩﺖ ﮐﻢ ﮨﮯ اور اﺳﯽ طﺮح ﮨﻨﺪوﺳﺘﺎﻧﯽ ﻧﻮﺟﻮاﻧﻮں ﮐﯽ ووٹ ڈاﻟﻨﮯ ﮐﯽ
ﺷﺮح ﮐﮯ ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻠﮯ ﻣﯿﮟ ﺑﮭﯽ ﺑﮩﺖ ﮐﻢ ﮨﮯ۔ ﭘﺎﮐﺴﺘﺎن ﻣﯿﮟ ﻧﻮﺟﻮاﻧﻮں ﮐﯽ ووٹ ڈاﻟﻨﮯ ﮐﯽ ﮐﻢ ﺷﺮح ﮐﯽ ﮐﯿﺎ وﺟﻮﮨﺎت ﮨﯿﮟ؟ ﺑﺮاه
ﮐﺮم درج ذﯾﻞ ﻣﯿﮟ ﺳﮯ ﺗﯿﻦ ﺳﮯ زﯾﺎده ﻣﻤﮑﻨہ وﺟﻮﮨﺎت ﮐﺎ اﻧﺘﺨﺎب ﻧہ ﮐﺮﯾﮟ اور اﭘﻨﯽ ﺗﺮﺟﯿﺢ ﮐﮯ ﺣﺴﺎب ﺳﮯ ﺗﺮﺗﯿﺐ دﯾﮟ
 ا ﮔ ﻠ ﯽ ا ﮨ ﻢ و ﺟ ہ ﮐ ﮯ ﻟ ﯿ ﮯ ا و ر ا ﺳ ﯽ ط ﺮ ح ﺑ ﺎ ﻗ ﯽ ﻧ ﻤ ﺒ ﺮ ز د ﯾ ﺘ ﮯ ﺟ ﺎ ﺋ ﯿ ﮟ2  ا ﺗ ﻨ ﮩ ﺎ ﺋ ﯽ ا ﮨ ﻢ و ﺟ ہ ﮐ ﮯ ﻟ ﯿ ﮯ ؛1 ﯾ ﻌ ﻨ ﯽ:
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Top-7 reasons for a Low Youth Voter Turnout as per Youth Respondents (%
of all respondents)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Poor Performance of Politicians (42.3% of all respondents ranked it as number 1)
Low Trust in Political Parties (42% of all respondents ranked it as number 2)
Poor Performance of Election Commission in the past (37.5%)
Laziness of Youth (33.3%)
Lack of Awareness amongst the Youth of the Significance of the Vote (33.7%)
Belief that Individual Vote will not make a Difference (32.5%)
Non-Awareness of Youth about the Country’s political scene (36.8%)

The role of youth in the electoral process of Pakistan has remained persistently low in the
previous decades. Therefore, to encourage the youth to exercise their voting rights and
participate in the elections more frequently in order to bring a democratic change in
Pakistan, this survey question was framed to which 42.3% of the respondents said that the
poor performance of politicians is the most important reason, while a large majority
(36.8%) believed that the non-awareness of youth about the country’s political scene is
the least important reason that contributes to our low youth voter turnout.
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Item 1.9: What is the most important factor that motivates you to support a
political party?
ﺳﺐ ﺳﮯ اﮨﻢ ﻋﻨﺼﺮ ﮐﻮن ﺳﺎ ﮨﮯ ﺟﻮ آپ ﮐﻮ ﮐﺴﯽ ﺳﯿﺎﺳﯽ ﺟﻤﺎﻋﺖ ﮐﯽ ﺣﻤﺎﯾﺖ ﮐﺮﻧﮯ ﭘﺮ آﻣﺎده ﮐﺮﺗﺎ ﮨﮯ؟

Pakistan's political parties are increasingly turning to social media to engage with the
public on policy issues, to seek the input of the youth while engaging with these parties
and showing their interest in any of the parties, we asked this question to which 37.9% of
the respondents supported political parties on the basis of their past performance, 36.5%
based it on the Party Election Manifesto while 17.5% were motivated due to its charismatic
head of the party.
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Options
Charismatic Head of Party
Party Election Manifesto
Past Performance of the Party’s Government
Influence of Local Leadership of the Party on you
Your Family’s Support for a Party
Your Friend’s Support for a Party
Influence of Religious Scholars on you

Number (%) of
Respondents
74 (17.5%)
154 (36.5%)
160 (37.9%)
16 (3.8%)
9 (2.1%)
3 (0.7%)
5 (1.2)
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Summary Methodology
Sample size:

422 Youth of Pakistan
(18-29 years old Males and Females)

Survey Dates:

April 07 – April 12, 2022

Coverage:

National & Overseas Pakistanis

Constituency & Province Wise Coverage

Punjab

141

Number (%) of
Constituencies
Covered
129 (91.5%)

Sindh

61

47 (77.0%)

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

51

38 (74.5%)

Balochistan

16

15 (93.8%)

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT)

3

3 (100%)

272

232 (85.3%)

Province/Territory

Pakistan

Total
Constituencies
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Demographics
Profile of Respondents
(n=422)

Punjab

234 (55.5%)

Share in
population
(Census 2017)
53.92%

Sindh

73 (17.3%)

23.04%

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

65 (15.4%)

17.09%

Balochistan

25 (5.9%)

5.94%

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)

13 (3.1%)

-

Gilgit-Baltistan (GB)

5 (1.2%)

-

Overseas Pakistanis

7 (1.7%)

-

Province/Territory

Number (%) of
Respondents

Base: All

100%

Gender
Male

297 (70.38%)

Female

125 (29.62%)

Less than Bachelors

87 (20.62%)

Bachelors and more

335 (79.38%)

Employed

141 (33.40%)

Not Employed

281 (66.60%)

Education

Employment Status

24

Youth Parliament Pakistan (YPP) was founded by PILDAT in 2004 keeping in mind the
significance of large youthful population of around 140 million comprising 64% of the
total population. 17th YPP includes young (18-29 years) representatives from 272
constituencies of the National Assembly of Pakistan in addition to representatives from
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and Overseas Pakistanis roughly
in proportion to the population of each entity.

Email us at: info@youthparliament.pk
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