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What is the Voice of Youth? 

Voice of Youth is a series recently started by PILDAT’s Youth Parliament Pakistan 
(YPP) to showcase the input acquired from the Pakistani youth (aged 18-29 years) 
nationally and internationally on several socio-political and economic issues and 
challenges faced by them in Pakistan. In this regard, YPP will conduct public opinion 
surveys on a regular basis with the members of the YPP, which comprises young 
representatives from 272 constituencies of the National Assembly of Pakistan in 
addition to representatives from Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Overseas Pakistanis roughly in proportion to the population of each entity. 
Additionally, there are roughly 600 alternates in these constituencies extending the 
total outreach of the YPP to around 900.  

The Voice of Youth will reflect the opinions/preferences of the youth of Pakistan on a 
specific theme every time. Themes may include current affairs (on local, national and 
international level) such as about the economy, education, employment 
opportunities, technology etc. & specific industries and sectors may also be covered 
for corporate interest. The theme of this edition is Youth & Education. The objectives 
of the Voice of Youth are listed below:  

• Identify and highlight the current issues of the youth in Pakistan 	
• To gauge youth’s opinion on the issues affecting them 	
• To showcase the opinion of youth through the results of surveys 	
• To help policymakers and government in resolving the issues of youth 	

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Survey Findings 
 

Opinion about Youth & Education 
 

This topic has 8 items. Key Findings are provided ahead in this section. 
 
 

 
 
  



Opinion about Youth & Education 
 
The Pakistani youth nationally and overseas provided their feedback on a range of a 
diverse set of questions regarding the issues in the higher education system of 
Pakistan. Below is their feedback on each question: 
 
Item 1.1 What, in your opinion, is the best way to improve the quality of 
higher education in Pakistan? 
 

؟ےہ اس نوک ہقیرط نیرتہب ےس ںیم لیذ جرد اک ےنانب رتہب وک رایعم ےک میلعت ٰیلعا ںیم ناتسکاپ ںیم ےئار یک پآ  
 

 
 
64.6% of the respondents believe that the best way to improve the quality of higher 
education is by improving the quality of faculty, facilities and management at higher 
education institutes; followed by 26.3% who are of the opinion that providing 
advanced training to existing staff will improve higher education in Pakistan. The 
above chart is a depiction of the percentage of respondents as per their preference of 
the mode of improvements. 



 

Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

By setting up new universities 9 (2.1%) 

By improving the quality and number of faculty, 
facilities and management of existing universities  277 (64.6%) 

Hiring foreign educated faculty 16 (3.7%) 

Promoting private sector universities 1 (0.3%) 

Providing advanced training to the existing 
academic staff/faculty 113 (26.3%) 

Improving the physical infrastructure of 
universities 13 (3%) 

 
  



Item 1.2 Is Higher Education affordable for youth in Pakistan today? 
 

؟ںیہ تشادرب ِلباق تاجارخا ےک میلعت ٰیلعا ےیل ےک ںوناوجون ںیم ناتسکاپ جآ ایک  
 

 
 
When asked if, in their opinion, higher education was affordable for the youth of the 
country, a majority (54.5%) said that it was not affordable at all while 38.9% were of 
a similar opinion that higher education was moderately affordable. Only a mere 
13.5% were of the opposite opinion that higher education was highly affordable for 
Pakistani youth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Highly affordable 15 (13.5%) 

Moderately affordable 167 (38.9%) 

Not affordable at all 234 (54.5%) 

Not Sure 13 (3%) 

 
  



Item 1.3 Since 2020, the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
higher education all over the world. What is the most pressing challenge 
you think it has presented for higher education in Pakistan? 
 

 ےک پآ ۔ےہ یئوہ رثاتم میلعت ٰیلعا ںیم ایند یروپ ےس ےنلیھپ ےک ضرم یئابو اک انوروک ،ےس 2020
؟ےہ ایک جنلیچ اڑب ےس بس ےیل ےک میلعت ٰیلعا ںیم ناتسکاپ ںیم ےجیتن ےک ابو سا ںیم لایخ  

 

 
 
When selecting the most pressing challenge that Covid-19 has brought to higher 
education in Pakistan, 28.9% of the young respondents believed that a lack of 
alternate learning modes and the increasing inequalities (25.4%) were the biggest 
challenges that youth had to face, when the Covid-19 pandemic changed the way that 
education and learning was conveyed to students. The least pressing challenge was 
the lack of social interaction and community building amongst the youth with just 
2.6% of the youth selecting it as an option. The question was put forward to them in 
order to seek their views and perspectives regarding the challenges and how they can 
be tackled by the government in terms of their importance. 



 

Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Lack of high-speed internet facilities for online 
learning 87 (20.3%) 

Lack of alternate/compatible learning modes in 
the absence of a physical campus 124 (28.9%) 

Difficulties faced by students in adapting to the 
online learning system 72 (16.8%) 

Severe learning losses and worsening education 
inequalities in Pakistan 109 (25.4%) 

Lack of social interaction among youth 11 (2.6%) 

Lack of extra-curricular and co-curricular 
activities 26 (6.1%) 

 
  



Item 1.4 In your opinion, which sector of higher education needs the 
greatest focus in Pakistan? 
 

؟ےہ ترورض   یک ےنید ہجوت هدایز ےس بس وک ےبعش سک ےک میلعت ٰیلعا ںیم ناتسکاپ ںیم ےئار یک پآ
 

 
 
In light of the trends brought in the digital age and due to the pandemic, the above 
question was asked to see the input of youth on what sectors should the stakeholders 
of the higher education system and relevant government departments focus on; to 
which the top three responses were as follows: Information Technology (33.8%), 
Public Policy (18.2%) and Artificial Intelligence (17%). Many respondents also 
answered that emphasis should be laid on social & cultural studies as well as cyber 
security. 
 
 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Information Technology 145 (33.8%) 

Artificial Intelligence 73 (17%) 

Public Policy 78 (18.2%) 

Business Management 14 (3.3%) 

Computer Science 18 (4.2%) 

Public Management 27 (6.3%) 

Media and Communication 10 (2.3%) 

Medicine 11 (2.6%) 

Data Sciences 14 (3.3%) 

Other 39 (9%) 

 
  



Item 1.5 How best can Universities contribute to the boosting of 
leadership skills in students in Pakistan? 
 

رک ادا رادرک نیرتہب حرط سک ںایٹسروینوی   ںیم ےنید غورف وک ںوتیحالص ہنادئاق ںیم ءابلط ںیم ناتسکاپ
؟ںیہ یتکس  

 

 
 
Universities are breeding grounds for leaders; it is important that youth at 
universities is equipped with leadership capabilities such that they are able to make 
effective positive change in society later on. When asked how universities can best 
contribute to creating a leadership culture within the institute, 36.8% advocated for 
reinstating student unions and 31.7% answered providing professional coaches for 
students’ guidance. 19.1% of the respondents were also of the belief that introducing 
courses on leadership development can instill leadership skills within students while 
just 12.4% believed that workshops on unleashing leadership potential is the best 
way. 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Reinstating student unions 158 (36.8%) 

Holding leadership building workshops 53 (12.4%) 

Introducing courses in the curriculum on 
leadership development 82 (19.1%) 

Provide professional leadership coaches for 
students’ guidance 136 (31.7%) 

 
  



Item 1.6 The current higher education system is producing an effective 
future workforce which is equipped with the market’s required skillset. 
Do you agree? 
 

تراہم ہبولطم یک ٹیکرام وج ےہ اہر رک ادیپ توق یدارفا رثوم کیا یک لبقتسم ماظن یمیلعت ٰیلعا هدوجوم  
؟ںیہ ےترک قافتا ےس تاب سا پآ ایک ۔ےہ سیل ےس  

 

 
 
When asked whether the current higher education system was producing an effective 
workforce that is line with the market’s required skillset, a majority (65.9%) 
disagreed with the statement. 29.9% agreed that the current system is producing an 
effective workforce already equipped with the desired skillset while 4.2% said that 
they were not sure. 
 
 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Agree 
Strongly Agree 26 (6.1%) 

Somewhat Agree 102 (23.8%) 

Disagree 
Somewhat Disagree 116 (27%) 

Strongly Disagree 167 (38.9%) 

Not Sure 18 (4.2%) 

 
  



Item 1.7 What is the best way to take input of students on matters of 
administration in Pakistani universities? 
 

؟ےہ ایک ہقیرط نیرتہب اک ےنیل ےئار یک ءابلط رپ روما یماظتنا ںیم ںویٹسروینوی یناتسکاپ  
 
 
 
32.5% and 32.2% of the young respondents believe that active student unions and 
organizing feedback sessions, respectively, are the best ways to take input of students 
on matters of administration. This question was asked in order to gauge the 
preferred methods for universities to take input of students on matters that concern 
them should be a top priority in universities.  
 

 
 
 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Active Student Unions 151 (35.2%) 

Organising feedback sessions with students on 
administrative matters of universities 138 (32.2%) 

Periodical faculty and administration evaluation 
surveys filled by students 61 (14.2%) 

Review committees formed that conduct annual 
evaluations of administration 79 (18.4%) 

 
  



Item 1.8 What do you think can be the most compelling reason behind 
Pakistani students aiming to pursue higher education abroad? 
 

ایک ہجو یڑب ےس بس ےھچیپ ےک ےنرک لصاح میلعت ٰیلعا کلم نوریب ےک ءابلط یناتسکاپ ںیم لایخ ےک پآ  
؟ےہ یتکس   وہ

 
 

 
An increasingly large number of youths are moving abroad in the recent years to 
pursue higher education. When asked what they believe their reason is to do this, 
52.5% stated Pakistan’s dire economic situation & the limited prospects the youth 
have here to build their future as the reason behind pursuing overseas education. A 
better economic lifestyle (20.5%) and Pakistan’s unstable education system (19.8%) 
were the next two reasons stated while just 7.2% said that they studied abroad to 
experience life in a new country. 
 
 



Options Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Desire to experience life in another country and 
become independent from family 31 (7.2%) 

Pakistan is under a tough economic situation & 
has limited prospects for building academic & 

professional future for students 
225 (52.4%) 

To settle abroad for a better economic lifestyle 88 (20.5%) 

Unstable education system with a low number of 
universities that don't provide variety of 

specialisations 
85 (19.8%) 

 
  



Summary Methodology 
 

Sample size:    429 Youth of Pakistan 
(18-29 years old Males and Females) 

Survey Dates:    September 26 – October 03, 2022 
 
Coverage:    National & Overseas Pakistanis 
 
Constituency & Province Wise Coverage 
 

Province/Territory Total 
Constituencies 

Number (%) of 
Constituencies 

Covered 
Punjab 141 124 (87.9%) 

Sindh 61 50 (82%) 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 51 41 (92%) 

Balochistan 16 14 (87.5%) 

Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) 

3 3 (100%) 

Pakistan 272 232 (85.3%) 

 
  



Demographics 
 
Profile of Respondents 
 
(n=429) 
 

Province/Territory Number (%) of 
Respondents 

Share in 
population 

(Census 2017) 
Punjab 215 (50.1%) 53.92% 

Sindh 78 (18.2%) 23.04% 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 74 (17.2%) 17.09% 

Balochistan 25 (5.8%) 5.94% 

Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) 

14 (3.3%) - 

Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) 4 (0.9%) - 

Overseas Pakistanis 12 (2.8%) - 

 
 
Base: All 100% 
Gender  

 Male 308 (71.8%) 
Female 121 (28.2%) 

Education  
 Less than Bachelors 93 (21.7%) 

Bachelors and more 336 (78.3%) 
Employment Status  
 Employed 139 (32.4%) 

Not Employed 290 (67.6%) 
 
  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Parliament Pakistan (YPP) was founded by PILDAT in 2004 keeping in mind 
the significance of large youthful population of around 140 million comprising 64 % 
of the total population. 17th YPP includes young (18-29 years) representatives from 
272 constituencies of the National Assembly of Pakistan in addition to representatives 
from Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and Overseas Pakistanis 
roughly in proportion to the population of each entity.   
 
Similar to the Youth Parliament Pakistan programme, PILDAT has been involved in 
multiple youth initiatives in order to improve political, legislative and democratic 
practices in the country. PILDAT, along with the Body Shop Pakistan are collaborating 
to bring about an increase the number of tickets awarded to young political candidates, 
through their campaign. In this manner, PILDAT aims to increase youth’s 
participation in the political and legislative spheres of Pakistan. 
 
 
 
Contact details: 

 
Email us at: info@youthparliament.pk  
 
 


